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WORLDCOM OPPOSITION TO MOTIONS FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

WorldCom, Inc. (“WorldCom”) hereby submits this Opposition to the Motions for
Extension of Time in the above-referenced proceeding submitted by counsel for the Philippine
Long Distance Telephone Company (“PLDT”), Verizon, and Globe Telecom (“Globe™),
respectively on February -9 2003, In its Motion, PLDT requests that the Commission grant an
extension of time for filing it§ Tesponse to the Petitions of WorldCom and AT&T in the above-

referenced proceeding by fi @ays, from February 20,2003, to February 25,2003. Verizon and

Globe similarly request that the Commission extend the filing period by four days, from February
20, 2003 to February 4,2003. WorldCom submits that it would be contrary to the public interest
to permit the Philippines caftiers to further delay Commission action that could put an end to the
service disruptions on the W:8:=Philippines route.

As WorldCom noted in its Petition, PLDT has blocked all traffic from WorldCom
terminating on PLDT’s network in the Philippines since February 1,2003. PLDT has continued

to block WorldCom’s traffic for nearly three weeks. In addition, since that time Globe has

significantly degraded the flow of WorldCom’s traffic to Globe’s network, and PLDT’s mobile
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subsidiary, Smart, has blocked all traffic from WorldCom. In its Petition, WorldCom requests
that the Commission address such “whipsawing” by issuing a non-payment order.

Given these urgent circumstances, the Motions for Extension of Time are not justified.
Indeed, section 1.46(a) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.46(a), states that “[i]t is the
policy of the Commission that extensions of time shall not be routinely granted.” The standard
for granting an extension of time, therefore, is high, and that standard is not met here. Counsel
for PLDT, Globe and Verizon argue that they require four or five extra days to prepare their
filings due to the snowstorm in the Washington area on February 16™ and 17", They claim that
the snow prevented them for accessing their offices. The Commission’s Public Notice
announcing the Petitions, however, was released on February 10,2003, and PLDT acknowledges
that it knew about the Petitions on that date. Counsel for PLDT, Globe and Verizon, therefore,
had an entire week before the snowstorm to work on their responses to the Petition. WorldCom
submits that there is simply no justification for a four or five day extension given the time
available prior to the snowstorm and the fact that the federal government and counsel’s offices
were closed for one working day.

The Motions by PLDT and Globe are especially troubling given that those two carriers
are blocking the traffic of WorldCom and AT&T. Globe and Verizon go so far as to claim in
their Motions that “the extension will not significantly prejudice the interests of AT&T or
WorldCom.” Globe Motion, at 2; Verizon Motion at 2. To the contrary, every day that such
blocking continues, U.S. carriers and their consumers, including Filippinos living in the United

States, are adversely affected. Whatever the real motivation PLDT and Globe have for seeking to



3
delay the Commission’s consideration of the WorldCom and AT&T petitions, the fact remains
that any extension of time will slow down the Commission’s ability to address this urgent issue.
Any such postponement does not serve the public interest. The Commission should not let
PLDT and Globe benefit from their own disruptive actions by granting further delay.

Should PLDT and Globe agree to fully restore service with WorldCom, WorldCom
would agree to the request for extension of time made by those carriers. However, absent any
change in the service disruption on the U.S.-Philippines route, the Commission should not grant
more than a one-day extension to Friday, February 21,2003. Any more time would simply delay
the Commission’s ability to address the urgent service disruption on the US-Philippines route,

to the great detriment of U.S. carriers and consumers.

Respectfully submitted,

WORLDCOM, INC.

By: JMM/

Scott A. Shefferman
1133 19" Street, N\W
Washington, DC 20036
(202) 736-6064

Its Attorney

February 19,2003
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

|. Maria Ialacci. hereby certify that on this 19" davo Fe wuary, 2003, a copy of the
“WorldCom Opposition to Motions for Extension of Time” was delivered by first class mail to the

persons listed below

Don Abelson*

Chief, International Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Jackie Ruft*

Assistant Bureau Chief

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

James Ball*

Chief, Policy Division

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Kathryn O'Brien*

Chief, Strategic Analysis and
Negotiations Division

Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Lisa Choi*

Senior Legal Advisor, Policy Division
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Claudia Fox*
Deputy Chief, Policy Division
Federal Communications Commission

Patricia Cooper*

Chief, Regional and Industry Analysis Branch
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Anita Dey*
Regional Specialist, Regional

and Industry Analysis Branch
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Margaret K. Pfeiffer*

Thomas R. Leuba

Sullivan & Cromwell LLP

1701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Henry Goldberg*

Jonathan Wiener

Joseph Godles

Goldber%,Godles, Wiener & Wright
122919" Street, N\W

Washington, DC 20036

Patricia J. Paoletta*

Suzanne Yelen

Jennifer D. Hindin

Heather O.Dixon

Wiley Rein & Fielding LLP

1776 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006

(Counselfor Verizon& Globe Telecom)



445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Mark C. Rosenblum*
Lawrence J. Lafaro

James J.R. Talbot

One AT&T Way

Bedminster, New Jersey 07921

* via electronic mail

o/ Maria Talacci
Maria Ialacci



